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pose and meaning. We forget—we fail to realize

that the Church has set aside this season of the year

as a period wherein we should take stock of cfur-

selves. Just as the business house makes an annual

survey of its assets and liabilities; just as the sol-

dier withdraws to the rehabilitation camp to recoup

the shattered forces of nature, so, too, we must bal-

ance accounts and so prepare for the Great Reckon-

ing which every man must render.

Every one admits—at least to himself—that he

is not all that he should be. All of us confess in

our better moments to failings, shortcomings, and
weaknesses. We are uncomfortably conscious at

times of unmanly cowardice and weak compromises

which make us unworthy of our better selves. We
know there is a skeleton in the family closet; a

secret weakness which would consume us with

shame if it were known. Now the whole meaning
and purpose of Lent hinges upon this particular

point. This season of the year is set aside by the

Catholic Church simply that we might be brought

face to face with the issue. The Church asks us to

eschew worldly pleasures and pursuits, in so far as

it is possible, merely that we may view ourselves

with a true perspective and in the proper light. She
asks us to be honest with ourselves—to see our-

selves as ive are. She asks us to recognize our weak-

nesses and failings and to apply the remedy. She

bids us see the chinks and crevices in the armor of

our character and to bolster up and buttress the

weak points in our riqioral fa,bric. ;

/The Catholic College should produce the finest

type of Catholic manhood. We are moulding our

characters now and the season of Lent that we are

spending here at Villanova, has a tremendous effect

in determining what sort of men we shall be and

what sort of Catholics we shall be. We cannot see

the immediate effect of the Lenten season now, but

in after life we will be required to meet situations

which will call forth every particle of moral

stamina in our characters—if they are to be met

.successfully. ':'::;:^.:f-'::v:;^-,'-r".:^;^-.:>;j''^^^

We write this article anticipating a certain

amount of criticism and perhaps a rather cool re-

ception. Plowever, we disclaim any intent to moral-

ize or sermonize. Our purpose is simply to set

forth a common sense view of an essential phase of

Catholic education. If the topic meets with the

reader's disapproval we simply say
—"Let it ride."

"Qui potest capere, capiat," or as we say in modern
parlance: "Take it or leave it.

Credit Since time began society has been in the

Where habit of awarding to the deserving indi-

Credit vidual some mark of appreciation and
Js Due honor. The appreciation may be purely

material in character. More frequently it

takes the form of an honor which distinguishes and
marks a man as having performed some signal serv-

ice in a worthy cause. It is simply an official recog-

nition of the individual's outstanding worth and
merit. Such are the military decorations given for

valorous conduct on the field of battle. Such are the

honorary degrees given by our colleges to men de-

voted to the cause of suffering humanity.
The idea is a splendid one. It shows first of all

recognition for service well performed. In the sec-

ond place, by reason of the immaterial nature of the
award, it removes all danger of sordid motives or
mercenary aims.

The practice of awarding letters to College
athletes is based upon this idea of honorary recog-
nition. To wear the letter of his Alma Mater is the
most cherished ambition of every athlete. But is the
athlete the only one worthy of official recognition?
Or, to put the question in another form. Is athletics
the only form of undergraduate activity that con-
tributes to the welfare of the college? Let not the

reader think that we have taken up the popular hue

and cry on the stressing of athletics in our colleges.

Nor are we trying to dethrone the athlete from the

prominent place he holds in the college world. We
proclaim most vehemently our belief in college

athletics and we hold that the athlete is richly de-

serving of the honor accorded him. The point we
wish to make is simply this : There are other forms

of undergraduate activities which contribute to the

common good and other men deserve recognition for

service rendered.

As you read these lines there probably come to

your mind, offhandedly,—the names of half a dozen

men who have worked and worked unselfishly and
sincerely for the good of Villanova. We will go

further and hazard the guess that these men have

labored with no thought of reward. Are not such

men worthy of recognition? There are men who
have given lavishly of their time and energy to the

production of dramatics, to the Band, the Orches-

tras, the Owl, and the Villanovan. There are men
who are directly responsible for guiding the des-

tinies and holding together the different clubs and
fraternities. There are men who are the backbone
and brains of certain organizations—are not such

men worthy of praise?


